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EDITORS LETTER 


any shows can be considered fan favorites; only the 
M most beloved create a “family” of fans. That other- 
worldly claim belongs to Supernatural. The SPN Family 
devoted to the demon-hunting drama is among the 
most attentive in TV history—for good reason. And it's 
why we're excited to celebrate the series' legacy in this special issue. 
That dedication was present many times over the last 16 years: 
when Supernatural was voted in as TV Gume Macazine’s first "Fan 
Favorites" cover in 2010, during countless conventions and panels 
and every time the online community banded together with series 
stars Jensen Ackles, Jared Padalecki and Misha Collins to raise 
money for everything from hurricane relief to children's hospitals. 
Thelove goes both ways. Throughout a historic run (it's one of the 
20 longest-ruming primetime dramas in U.S. TV history), the show 
often broke the fourth wall to address viewers directly—with a wink. 
Episodes took the Winchester brothers (Ackles and Padalecki) to a 
high school musical based around their epic tale and even a Super- 
natural fan convention (with cosplayers!). The writers' willingness to 
include fans in the Winchesters' journey never went unnoticed. 
| witnessed this incredible relationship between Supernatural and 
its fans at San Diego's 2019 Comic-Con International. Іп TV GUIDE 
Macazine and T VInsider.com's video room, Padalecki, Collins, Ackles 
and the latest member of Team Free Will, Alexander Calvert, sat on a 
sofa in front of a massive window filled with fans—many dressed as 
their favorite characters. Soon, all four were on their feet, excitedly 
interacting with the crowd. It became a signature SPN moment, 
with the stars signing TVGM issues for fans and offering a joyous 
appreciation for all those who'd come out. Sounds like “family” to us. 
Covering this wild show has been heaven for our dedicated staff. 
Steadfast senior writer lleane Rudolph did a myriad of interviews over 
the years. And photo director Patti Wilson, art director Andy Ryan and 
design director Kevin Newman created a look that reflects all things 
Supernatural. But we're most grateful to the SPN Family. Thank you for 
letting us have a seat at the table. This one's for you. 





Emily Aslanian 
EXECUTIVE PROJECT EDITOR 
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CASTIEL 


4 SUPERNATURAL SPECIAL 





JACK KLINE 














T 


: PEST I Pr 

Peer ESE ы тү ы ү, 

“гет Гре рд a e ГЕ 
н-д. 


АЦ 
TELLE 





» Collins jokes 
that he misses | B 
being on set | | A dc > “І know І have 
and “laughing | lv ECT wu grown,” says 
so hard, my six- lb ч "A Y | Padalecki. “And 
pack abs get | T^ Ve | JURE jl I owe a lot of that 
developed?" геа. АН p» л e to Supernatural.” 





























> Family is forever. 
“I have no:doubt 
that І will know 
these people for 
the rest of [our] 
lives,” says Ackles 
(with Padalecki 
and Collins). 
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» Even after SPN, 
Calvert, laughing, 
says it still feels 
like he’s “waking 
up every day late 
for work to get 
harassed on set.” 


» Noting that he's 
cared about the 
show since reading 
that first script 
page in 2005, 
Padalecki “couldn't 
be happier” with 
how it all ended. 
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PICTURE 
TELLS A 
STORY 


Supernatural's incredible journey 


from start to finish! 


BY ILEANE RUDOLPH WITH ADDITIONAL 
REPORTING BY EMILY ASLANIAN 


upernatural is the little horror 
show that beat the odds. It 
started on The WB in September 
2005, successfully moved to 
The CW after its first season, 
survived the cancellation bubble more than 
once, outlasted its original creator, maintained 
an extremely active fanbase and finally wrapped 
in November 2020 in the middle of a pandemic 
after an extraordinary lifespan of 327 episodes. 
Brimming with family bonds and metaphysical 
exploration, the fantasy drama tracked the 
give-'em-hell exploits of the demon-hunting 
Winchester brothers—research-minded Sam 
(Jared Padalecki) and his gruff, cheeseburger- 
loving older bro, Dean (Jensen Ackles)—and their 
various allies and enemies. Throughout this oral— 
and visual! —account, Ackles, Padalecki, Misha 
Collins and 15+ cast and crew members offer 
their memories of the long road. 
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in the series’ 
September 13, 


і 
Ackles, left, | 
2005, pilot 














2004-05 
IHE DREAM 


Since the '90s, Supernatural creator Eric Kripke (currently heading up Prime Video's The 
Boys) had wanted to do a series about folklore, like the phantom hitchhiker and Bloody Mary. 


Eric Kripke: | came up with an idea about a reporter who traveled around in a van writing 
about urban legends. It was basically a terrible rip-off of [Kolchak: The] Night Stalker. 
[Warner Bros. exec] Susan Rovner wasn't interested in the reporter but liked the area of 
urban legends and asked if | had anything else. The first rule of pitching: Always say you can 
ride the horse. І said, “І have another version about two guys cruising the country, diving in 
and out of these legends.” Then, on the spot, | made up “...and they're brothers.” | told her all 
my notes were at home and spent a week writing what became the pitch for Supernatural. 


CASTING MAGIC 


Warner Bros. Television Studios and The WB auditioned a batch of young actors for the 
Winchesters, but history was made when Padalecki (then on Gilmore Girls) and Smallville's 
Ackles read together. 














Jensen Ackles: When | walked into the waiting room to read for Dean, Jared, who 
was reading for Sam, was the only guy there. As we performed for maybe 30 execs, 

| [thought], "This could easily work.” 

Jared Padalecki: If you had told me 16 years ago that І was auditioning for something 
that would go for 15 [seasons], | would have been even more nervous than | was. We read 
through several scenes, and there was no applause or laughter. But after we came back 
from the waiting room, [Warner Bros. Television president] Peter Roth congratulated us 
and everyone stood up and started clapping. It was a pretty magical start. 





there was a 
comfortability,” 
Ackles said of 
his first time 
ever reading 
with Padalecki 


Y. remember.” 
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A 1967 Chevy Impala was Sam and Dean's only home for many years. The iconic 
car even had its own POV episode in Season 11! Baby meant so much to the stars, 
in fact, that they both now have '67 Impalas parked at their Texas homes. 


When I told my neighbor in Venice, [California,] who was a mechanic, 
that | wanted a badass car [for the show] and was thinking of a '65 Mustang, 
he said, “Yeah, a Mustang is the perfect car if you're a p--sy.” And without 
missing a beat, he said, “You want a '67 Impala because you can put a body 
in that trunk.” | ran to my computer to look it up, and it was perfect. 

From the pilot, it was clear the Impala was a vital part of the story. 
It was the third Winchester! 
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2005 


MORE THAN A 
MONSTER OF 
THE WEEK 


Kripke set up his concept of a weekly beast-based 
horror flick in the September 13, 2005, pilot with 

a flashback to the fiery death of Sam and Dean’s 
mother, Mary (Samantha Smith), at the hands 

of the yellow-eyed demon Azazel (Frederic 
Lehne). Twenty-two years later, the widowed John 
Winchester (Jeffrey Dean Morgan) and his older 
son, Dean, spend their time hunting, yes, demons. 
When Azazel strikes again, ordering the slaughter 
of younger son Sam’s girlfriend (Adrianne Palicki), 
Sam opts to skip law school and join the family 
business as well. 


Ackles: When we moved up to Vancouver [the 
pilot shot in Los Angeles], Kripke pulled us aside 
and said, "| could write monsters for days, but 











Dean and Sam A a 
| track down а | 

flesh-eating ۱ 

Wendigo in 

Season 1 


Smith's Mary 
about to 
face the 

demon Azazel 





this show begins and ends with the relationship 
these brothers have.” 

Kripke: [Future showrunner] Sera Gamble and 
[writer] Raelle Tucker's first script, "Dead in the 





Water" [Episode 3; September 27, 2005], put 
Jared and Jensen together as "the boys" [their 
unofficial SPN moniker], and they had an off- 
the-charts chemical reaction. Concurrently, 
we overreached on several monsters. It wasn't 
working from a production standpoint. "Bugs" 
[Episode 8; November 8, 2005] was famously 
terrible. | went to [exec producer] Bob Singer 
and told him the visuals were coming off like 
cheesy B movies. He said that we should focus 
on [Sam and Dean]—and the monsters have to 
be [more like] characters. 

Robert Singer: Eric used to say, "Is it a 
googleable monster?" | think probably within 
the first order of 13 episodes, we realized that 
would run out in a hurry. 
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“І never 

expected to 
return,” Beaver 
said of his first 
appearance. " 
His 69-episode ` 
count says 
otherwise 


“І feel like І owe 
a lot of my 
genre credit to 
this role,” said 
Morgan, right, 
who now stars 
on AMC hit The 
И/а/кіпо ЕГ] 


14 SUPERNATURAL SPECIAL 


DADDY ISSUES 


In the Season 1 finale, "Devil's Trap” (May 4, 2006), 
viewers meet hunter Bobby Singer (Jim Beaver), 

an ally and father figure while absentee dad John 
hunted (we later learn about John's other son, the 
boys’ half brother, Adam, played by Jake Abel). Just 
in time: Season 2's "In My Time of Dying" (Septem- 
ber 28, 2006) sees John giving his life to save Dean. 


Jeffrey Dean Morgan: John Winchester loved 
his sons. He did the best he could, and he died 
for them. That was the John | played. After | was 
off the show, [though,] | became aware how 
John could be an a--hole. 

Jim Beaver: When | was invited back for a 
second episode, | learned that Bobby [would act 
as] their surrogate father while John was off 
hunting. Sam and Dean are Bobby's boys, no 
matter what their birth certificates say. 
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A confused 
Sam (Padalecki, 
with Genevieve 
Cortese 
Padalecki and 
Ackles) plays 
along in “The 
| French Mistake” 


THE FOURTH 
WALL FALLS 


Supernatural’s fan-favorite yearly meta episodes, 
which poked fun at the industry, the fandom 
and everything in between, began in the series’ 
sophomore season. 


Kripke: In “Hollywood Babylon” [April 19, 2007], 
the guys were investigating murders on a horror 
movie set. [Actor] Gary Cole was the TV execu- 
tive, and every note [in the script] was a real 
note from The CW [Supernatural had moved 
from The WB the year prior], word for word. They 
never noticed! 

Singer: [Season 5's] "Changing Channels" 
[November 5, 2009] was originally about the 
Trickster [Richard Speight Jr.] throwing Sam and 
Dean into an alt-universe where they'd be in a 
soap. | asked, “Why don't we go through all of 
the TV tropes?" 

Richard Speight Jr.: Га played the Trickster 

in several one-off episodes, but the massive 
reveal in “Changing Channels” [that the Trickster 
is actually the archangel Gabriel] is when 
everything shifted. 

Ackles: To be honest, most of us were very 


Padalecki, 

Ackles and 
. Speight in 
"Changing 
Channels” 
nervous about breaking the fourth wall and 
almost making fun of ourselves. 

Kripke: The last meta episode | was involved in 
was "The French Mistake.” [Іп Season 6's February 
25, 2011, entry, Sam and Dean arrive in an alt- 
universe as actors Jared Padalecki and Jensen 
Ackles...who play demon-hunter brothers.] Ben 
[Edlund, SPN writer] and | decided we were 


“Half of the | 


Е 
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: 
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going to make the single most meta thing іп 

all of television history. 

Ackles: The producers told us, “We want 

Sam and Dean to get thrown into an alternate 
universe where you're playing yourselves.” | 
remember going, "That's a terrible idea.” 
Padalecki: | thought we may have jumped the 
shark. The fans loved it. 
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Cortese 
Padalecki, 
Ackles and 
Padalecki 


“We still marvel 
at what Mark 
[Pellegrino, 
above] created 
in Lucifer,” 
said Singer 





Collins’ big 
entrance in 
Season 4’s 
opener, _ 
“Lazarus Rising” 





2008-09 


RELIGIOUS 
UNDERTAKING 


For years, Kripke insisted that, despite having 
demons aplenty on the show, there would be no 
angels. That changed in Season 4 with the addi- 
tion of no-nonsense Castiel (Misha Collins). 


Kripke: Between Seasons 3 and 4, | [realized] 
we really needed angels. What occurred to me 
was, our angels could be just as big d--ks as the 
demons. Neither side cared about humanity. 
Once that clicked into place for me, it actually 
brought a lot of balance to that universe. 
Misha Collins: [When І auditioned, | the 
script team didn't want to spoil that they were 
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introducing angels. | was reading for the role of a 


demon. After eight takes, Eric said, “OK, that looks 


good, but do it as an angel.” | think І had a blank 
stare and gave a performance that was a bit 


robotic, which ultimately ended up being Castiel. 


ser: Castiel had one of the best entrances 
we've ever had. He just shows up in the barn, and 
the visual effects guys did this great spread of 
wings against the wall. It was really dramatic. 
Collins: When Castiel first appeared, one of our 
producers said, “Castiel is around human beings 
for the first time in thousands of years, and they 
are strange, almost alien entities to him,” It 
shaped how Castiel came into the human land- 
scape. Over time [Collins was promoted to series 


regular for Season 5], simply by spending so much 


time with Sam and Dean—he got to know them 
and they got to know him. 


For Season 4's Heaven vs. Hell plotline, the series 
brought back seductive demon Ruby (introduced 
by Katie Cassidy in Season 3). During the show's 


first apocalypse, Ruby returns from Hell, looking 
different in a fresh "meat suit" and played by 


actress Genevieve Cortese, who would eventually 
become the real-life wife to Padalecki. 


Genevi Cortese Padalecki: On my first 
day, everyone was in great spirits because they 
had just come back from the writers' strike. 
[The 2007-08 hiatus shut down production from 
November to February.] | met Jared on the day we 
were shooting our first scene. Because of a last- 
minute wardrobe switch, | was in my underwear. 
Jared walks in like this golden retriever and says, 
“How are you doing ?” 

ki: The implication in the scene was 





that she and Sam have been doing naughty things. 
[Genevieve] didn't want anything to do with me! 

| really loved Sam's arc in Season 4, but that entire 
year is colored by my memory of falling in love. 


Ruby and Sam's bad romance ends with her 
manipulating the younger Winchester into drink- 
ing demon blood, thus freeing the Devil (Mark 
Pellegrino) in the Season 4 finale, “Lucifer Rising” 
(May 14, 2009). 


Mark rino: When [writer] Jeremy Carver 
inquired whether Га be interested in playing 
Lucifer, | said yes, sight unseen. | didn't read any 
scripts or audition. | like to look at Lucifer as a 
chocolate chip cookie: He's hard on the outside 
but soft and chewy on the inside. [The writers] 
humanized him. 
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2009 
"HELLO, BOYS” 


Season 5 brought the wily crossroads 
demon Crowley (Mark A. Sheppard), 
later the King of Hell, who served as 
the Winchesters' frenemy in more 
than 70 episodes over eight years. In 
his intro, “Abandon All Hope...” (No- 
vember 19, 2009), as part of an at- 
tempt to banish Lucifer, he passed 
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off the Colt—a legendary revolver | 


| m | Ackles, 
that can kill anything—to the boys. | $һеррага 


and Padalecki 


























Mark A. Sheppard: | was friends 
with Kim Manners [the X-Files vet 
was one of the original directors and 
producers |, and he told me | had to 
do his show. After Kim passed [in 
January 2009 due to lung can- 
cer], this role came up. І saw it as 
a cosmic joke. In my first scene, 
[to seal the deal for a soul,] І had 
to kiss another actor. The poor 
guy kept fighting me when it got 
to the kiss. It was monstrously 
funny. This, of course, was 
echoed later on with the Bobby 
and Crowley kiss [^Two Minutes 
to Midnight, May 6, 2010]. Poor 
Jim [Beaver] said, “lm a reason- 
ably accomplished actor, and all 
I"m going to be remembered for 
is kissing Mark Sheppard!” 
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СНОСК 
SHURLEY... 
GOD? 


Just before Lucifer entered the pic- 
ture, viewers got Season 4's "The 
Monster at the End of This Book” 
(April 2, 2009) and another major 
player: Chuck Shurley (Rob Benedict), 
the prophet and author behind a 
series of poorly selling Supernatural 
books. In the Season 5 ender, “Swan 
Song” (May 13, 2010)—also Kripke's 
final episode as showrunner before 
passing the baton to Gamble for 
Seasons б and 7—Chuck, dressed in 
white, evaporates into thin air. The 
scene sets off years of speculation 
on whether Chuck is the show's 
absent God. (Spoiler alert: He is.) 


Rob Benedict: Toward the end of 
Season 5, Eric called me and said, 
“You are God, but | want fans 

to have their own interpretation 
about what you might be.” 

Exec Producer Andrew Dabb: We 


knew Chuck was God in Season 5, 
but it didn't come out until Season 11. 
It was established that Chuck was 
a writer and Eric asked, “Are we 
going to be the jerks that make 

a writer God?” And we were like, 
"Yeah, we're gonna do that.” 
Kripke: [Chuck's] pen name 

was Carver Edlund, for [writers] 
Jeremy Carver and Ben Edlund. 
We were increasingly aware that 
the writers were the gods of [the 
Supernatural] universe. 





Left: Benedict 
in Season 5’s 
“The Real 
Ghostbusters”; 
above: 
Padalecki 

and Ackles in 
“The Monster 
at the End of 
This Book” 






“It’s kind of fun 
to play the bad 
guy,” Benedict 
noted on God's 
transformation 
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Day, during 
Charlie’s 
Season 7 debut 
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2010-12 


FEMALE 
CHARACTERS TO 
ROOT FOR 


It's no secret that fans weren't crazy about 
many of the show's women, from sneaky Bela 
(Lauren Cohan), who met her demise in Sea- 
son 3, to mother-daughter hunter duo Ellen 
(Samantha Ferris) and Jo (Alona Tal), killed off 
in Season 5. And don't get us started on Sam 
and Dean's even shorter-lived love interests! 
But by Season 7, ladies who kicked as much 
ass as the Winchesters—and who weren't 
positioned as romantic partners—started 
coming into their own. 


Kripke: [Early on,] the biggest shows on 
The CW were soaps like Gossip Girl. The net- 
work said, “You need more romance,” so we 
created all these sexy love triangles, but our 
hearts were never in it. The fans didn't want 
anyone to get between Sam and Dean. But 
[Sheriff] Jody Mills [Kim Rhodes], she came 
in very organically. 

Kim Rhodes: | was first hired for a guest 
role on [Season 5's] "Dead Men Don't Wear 
Plaid" [March 25, 2010]. The writers gave 
Jody so much humanity. She's a hero of the 
Han Solo variety. 

Felicia Day: | wasn't surprised at the recep- 
tion [for lesbian hacker Charlie Bradbury, in 
Season 7] because she 100 percent fits the 
mold of a Supernatural fan. [Sam and Dean] 
took care of her, and she took care of them. 
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20135 
А NEW HOME 


In Season 8, the duo reunite after Dean's stint in Purgatory, and Sam goes 
through a series of trials to close the gates of Hell, with help from prophet 
Kevin (Osric Chau). The Winchesters also find their semipermanent residence 
after years of motel surfing. In "As Time Goes By" (January 30, 2013), they 
learn their grandfather Henry (Gil McKinney) belonged to a scholarly off-the- 
books organization known as the Men of Letters. Their Kansas-based bunker, 
packed with supernatural weapons and tomes, became the Winchester 
Batcave for the remainder of the series. 


Dabb: The Men of Letters was an idea that we'd been playing with for 
about two years. 

Ackles: [The bunker] was great for story purposes and it also gave the 
production team a breather—constantly building new motel sets was 
expensive and time-consuming. The day they were taking [the bunker] 
apart, it was really hard to watch.... | pulled one of the carpenters aside, 
and he was almost choked up. 


McKinney as 
time traveler 
Henry 
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Angel Gadreel 
possessing Sam 
(Padalecki) in 
Season 9 








Berry 


2015-16 


MORE HEAVENS, 
MORE PROBLEMS? 


Carver took over as showrunner for Seasons 8-11. Theology was the key theme. 
To wit: Season 9's angelic civil war fueled by the pot-stirring Scribe of God, 
Metatron (Curtis Armstrong), Dean's bloodlust due to the Mark of Cain 
throughout Season 10 and even Castiel becoming Lucifer's vessel in Season 
11—which also introduced reaper Billie (Lisa Berry). 





Singer: | always thought we ran the risk of maybe offending some people 
with where we took the theology. 

Kripke: Once in a while you would find a fringy group that was complaining. 
But in general, we would hear more often from preachers, priests and pastors, 
and I think they liked that we were exploring faith and religion on TV. 


С. а, б 


Emily Swallow З б 
as God's sister 7 


Amara, aka the | 
Darkness 
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2017 


In Season 12, the series’ current showrunners, Singer 
and Dabb, stepped up to the plate. The finale, "All 
Along the Watchtower" (May 18, 2017), depicted 
the demise of Crowley and established the fourth 
and final member of “Team Free Will." Celestial 
being Jack Kline (Alexander Calvert), a Nephilim 

(a hybrid angel), was the son of human Kelly Kline 
(Courtney Ford) and Lucifer. When Kelly dies in 
childbirth, Cass brings the newborn to the bunker, 
where he forms a family with the angel and the 
boys—and grows into a mega-powerful teen in a 
matter of minutes. But Lucifer's plans to mold his 
son in his own image cause trouble for everyone, 
until Jack stands up to his dad. 


Jack was all-powerful, but a blank slate. It 
was an opportunity to give Sam and Dean a kid 








Calvert 


^^ 


34 
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Smith and —|— : 
Calvert during 上 r 
Season 13’s 7 
Apocalypse 


World episodes 


and see how they rub off on him—for good and for 
bad. So much of Supernatural is about creating 
new family dynamics. Then Alex Calvert came in 
and acted the hell out of it. 

When І got the role, | knew 





that Jack was the Devil's son, so from the get-go 
he could either be the sweetest or potentially 
destroy everything. 


Jack's birth opened a rift into a violent alt-universe 
explored in Seasons 12 and 13. In Apocalypse World, 
Sam and Dean had never been born and thus 
couldn't stop the first apocalypse. Lucifer, Mary 
(resurrected in Season 11) and alt versions of Bobby, 
Charlie and more struggled in the sepia landscape. 


The transition from “real” Bobby to the 
alternate-universe Bobby was welcome because 
it allowed me to continue working on the show. 
But there was a real loss in that AU Bobby had no 
history, love or respect for the boys. 

| loved "Unfinished Business" [April 26, 
2018], where | explored Mary [the original Win- 
chester hunter] as a de facto general and built 
the foundation of a meaningful—and ultimately 
fatal—surrogate motherhood of Jack. 
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The final years saw a ramp-up in the battle with 
God. Once it was decided Season 15 would be the 
endgame, Dabb and Singer kept God as the big bad 
and Jack as the weapon who could destroy Him. The 
last day of filming took place on September 10, 2020. 


The last scene | shot was Castiel's last 
scene. It was a goodbye for both the fictional char- 
acter and for me. It was very intense—a lot of tears. 

For the most part, [the last day] kind 
of felt like every other day at work. You are going 
through the motions, but toward the end, it 
started hitting me that after | went home, | would 
not be coming back. For Jack to help steer the 
ship home was very cool. 
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The very last scene | ever did on 
Supernatural felt very much like the first scene. It 
was a privilege to play Sam Winchester, who Eric 
Kripke created and was defined over the years by 
many other brilliant writers. 

Jared and | were out on the road in this 
beautiful mountain [area] on our last day of 
shooting. After we yelled, “Cut! That's a series 
wrap on Supernatural, the crew took a moment, 
packed up and cleared off. Jared and | stood there 
a little longer, and | said, "Hey, man, I’m really 
proud of us. I'm really proud of what we did.” 


1.4 million viewers tuned in for the Supernatural 
series finale, “Carry On," on November 19, 2020, 
which saw the brothers meet their separate ends— 
Dean оп a routine hunt; Sam years later after 

a fulfilling life—and eventually reunite in Heaven. 


O A version of this story ran in TV GUIDE MAGAZINE'S 
November 9, 2020, issue. 


Padalecki and 
Ackles wave 
with cast and 
crew from the 
finale set 


























Padalecki and 
Ackles looking 
wistful during 
filming for the 
series ender 








Ackles and 
Beaver sharing 
а laugh behind 
the scenes 

of the finale 








Collins during 
Castiel's 
tear-jerking 
last scene 
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Whether they were good, evil or somewhere in between, we rated our 
favorite angels, demons and other spirited beings ву LINDA MALEH 
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E I5 LILITH 
KATHERINE 
| BOECHER 


_ The world’s first demon 
(played most memorably 
| by Boecher) was consis- 
| tently one step ahead 
when she took control of \ | | EK | 
Prince of Hell Azazel's "u— Fe xk. и | h 
(Fredric Lehne) army in aS { adu. A > |. EF — == | 
Season 3 and tasked them с d > “Се “2: YA METATRON 
2 with breaking the 66 seals ү” à ч, EM | 
_ needed to free Lucifer : | Pr “ае : CURTIS ARM SIRONG | 
Я (Mark Pellegrino). That A > uh 3 : When the »cribe a God, Metatron (above, with 
ET acide our beef : Amanda Tapping's Naomi), arrived in Season 8, 
Mite osse : he seemed a modest fellow. We didn't know how 
sent Deane UE ERIS) J | quickly the truly arrogant angel would screw 
HN E everyone over! He wreaked chaos by tricking 
RAD ME : Castiel (Misha Collins) into helping him expel all 
EE chodeecesine little giris? : the angels from heaven, and scheming to take 
Ux AE ; over as God. We couldn't wait for him to bite the 
wot S. | : dust, even if he finally did so with honor. 
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13 
- FREDRIC LEHNE 


: The yellow-eyed demon does inspire a sort of 
: nostalgia for being the big bad of Seasonsland2. : 
: Azazel's plan to unleash Lucifer was what set 
: widower John Winchester (Jeffrey Dean Morgan), 
: father of Sam (Jared Padalecki) and Dean, on the 
: path of being a hunter and kicked off the series. 
: But while we're grateful for the catalyst, we're 
| 1 still angry at him for all the harm he did to the 
: family—which is why he’s lower down on this list. : 
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12 RUBY : 
GENEVIEVECORTFESE 
PADALECKI ; 


When Rubyinitially appeared in Season З 
(played by Katie Cassidy)and tried to con- 
vince the brothers that she was on their side, 
she fooled us; We should ve known never to 
trust a demon: Ruby was a double agent for 
Lilith the whole time! We dinged her for get- 
ting Sam hooked on demon blood—gross!— 
but gave her points for bringing everyone’s 
favorite demon-killing knife to the party. 


^T 
: SEBASTIAN ROCHE 


: Unlike most angels, Balthazar was a mocking, 
: self-serving rascal, and we adored him for it. He 
: wasalways up to something, like un-sinking the 
| | Titanic! A fan of free will, Balthazar aided Castiel 
: in his war against Raphael (played by Demore 
: Barnes and Lanette Ware) in Season 6, but his 
| : loyalty waned when he learned of Castiel's insane 
| : plan to open Purgatory. For all of his selfishness, 
: he made the sacrifice play in the end. A legend. 


: 10 

1 JULIAN RICHINGS 

| : Considering his job, Death was actually a decent 
: guy. He aided the Winchester bros. in a few jams, 
: like helping to stop the Apocalypse and giving 

| : Samhis soul back. The horseman's dry humor, 

| : sage advice and love of good food made him a 

| : јоу to have onscreen. We still think it was mighty 
: uncool of Dean (above right, with Death) to be- 
: tray him like that after summoning him for help 
: with the Mark of Cain in the Season 10 finale. 
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9 AMARA/ 
THE DARKNESS 
EMILY SWALLOW 


Showdowns with a season's big bad 
usually end bloody with horrible 
consequences. Season 11, with God's 
sister Amara, was the first time we 
considered there could be a different 
Way for the story to go. Despite her 
wish for nothingness and to get 

her revenge on her brother, Amara 
was able to grow as a person and see 
that God’s creations are beautiful. 
It’s that realization that eventually 
spurred her to side with the 
Winchesters against God to protect 
the universe. Respect. 


8 


RACHEL MINER 


One of the first demons to 

appear on the show in Sea- 

son 1 (played then by Nicki 

Aycox), the sarcastic and 

witty Meg caused chaos as 

she served Azazel and 4 7 

then Lucifer. Over time, г { | S | 

Meg became a more 3 ak 4 . RICHARD SPEIGHT JR. 

complex character, = A | -——— : The Trickster, Loki...this archangel with family 
showing the capacity f : | | issues and a love of sweets wore many hats and 
to care for others, | | | e | . Was responsible for some of the series’ best con- 
proving she couldbe f | : | | | : cept episodes, including the Groundhog Day-style 
a valuable ally and | Ж ІІ | | : hourin which Dean repeatedly died and the one 
stealing our hearts 4 | | "Ti " that trapped the Winchesters іп a TV land. А 
with her devotion PM j | “Я. : master of illusion, Gabriel had many onscreen 
and love for Castiel, W=. $ — — | T" i : deaths, which were usually just another trick. Was 
her “unicorn.” а aw ا‎ ЯЕ ^ his final death іп Season 13 even real? Who knows! 
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LISA BERRY 


A take-no-prisoners reaper who made a leather 
jacket look good, Billie was especially peeved that 
Sam and Dean came back to life so many times. 
While she grew to appreciate the Winchesters 
after becoming Death in Season 13 (and occasion- 
ally bent the rules for them), her belief that 
what's dead should stay dead led to her downfall 
when Team Free Will discovered her plans to 
become God and restore the natural order. 


ММ. CELESTIALS! , 


Э СОр/СНОСК 
ROB BENEDICT 


When we thought Chuck was just 
a prophet, we were pretty fond of 
the pathetic but sweet and nerdy 
author. Once we learned in Season 
11 that he’s God...not so much! The 
only thing worse than the apathetic 
ruler’s refusal to help people 

was his decision to actually take 
action—to try to wipe out the 
Universe and start fresh. Ina 
series where angels were bad guys, 
God being the ultimate villain felt 
inevitable (and epic). 
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4 LUCIFER kons: _ | MARKA. SHEPPARD 
MARK PELLEGRINO per | The sly King of the Crossroads and later King of 


Taunting and manipulative, the Devil lived up to his name 3 Hell was often the lesser of evils, leading him 
when we met him in Season 5. The archangel with daddy ^ 3 as early as Season 5 to frequently ally with the 
issues aimed to eradicate mankind to spite God for choosing | : Winchesters. He was always out for his own 
us over him. A constant thorn in the Winchesters' sides, | i». Wu : interests, but it was fun seeing what crazy new 
Lucifer was the character we loved to hate. Getting in Sam's | . 3 scheme Crowley would drum up next. And we 
head, possessing Castiel (right), trying to take over Heaven | 3 never could stop chuckling at his bromance with 
or Hell—he drove us nuts, in the best way. | 3 Dean. Perhaps it’s why he was one of the Top 5 

l : longest-running characters on the show. 








2 JACK 


ALEXANDER CALVERT 


He may be Lucifer’s kid, but to our 
great surprise, when we got to 
know him in Season 13, Jack wasn’t 
evil. Instead, he wanted to be good, 
and Sam, Dean and Cass became _ 
like fathers to him. Watching his 
relationship with each of them — 
grow was heartwarming. We're still 
kind of skeptical that someone 
could be good at being God (it 
seems like а no-win job), but - 

if anyone has a shot, it's 

probably Jack. 


32 SUPERNATURAL SPECIAL 





CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: THE CW NETWORK/COURTESY EVERETT COLLECTION (3); THE CW NETWORK 





CASTIEL 
MISHA 
COLLIN4 


Where to begin with this angelin 
atrench coat? Castiel was hardly 
the most high-ranking or powerful 
angel (on the contrary, he’s а 
grunt). Yet he made himself impor- 
tant when he joined Team Free Will 
to stop the Apocalypse in Season 5. 
He didn't always make the best 
choices (opening Purgatory is 

a particularly bad one!), but he 
fiercely loved Sam and Dean and 
never stopped fighting for them 

or the world. And that's why we'll 
never stop loving him. 
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TEAM WINCHES 


We rounded up 13 of the Winchester bros” most loyal allies, 
from fellow hunters to a troubled vampire BY ILEANE RUDOLPH 


ver 15 seasons, the Winchester family evolved into a 
core four: demon-hunting siblings Dean (Jensen Ack- E 7 Т 
les) and Sam (Jared Padalecki) Winchester, angel 
Castiel (Misha Collins) and Jack (Alexander Calvert), 
the son of Lucifer (Mark Pellegrino) and human Kelly 
Kline (Courtney Ford), making him a Nephilim (Jack later evolved into 
God). But as powerful as the quartet were, they couldn't have van- 
quished rogue angels, demons and other monsters without allies willing 
to sacrifice everything for Team Winchester. Here is a dossier on a bak- 





Whois he? A vampire (Ty 
How he helped In Purgatory after his vampire maker decapitated 
him, the ex-pirate saved new arrival Dean from a monster, then 





showed him the way out once Dean agreed to let his soul hitch a ride. 
On Earth, Dean resurrected Benny. 

His hero moment Voluntarily back in Purgatory, Benny sacrificed 
himself to fellow bloodsuckers and rescued Sam and Bobby in an epic 











(4) 
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er's dozen of those who helped the show's heroes in their fight for good. 


Am 1 Sa Be y S 


Whois he? The longtime Winchester family 
friend (Jim Beaver, above center) was a hunter, 
keeper of supernatural lore, vengeful spirit and, 
most of all, father figure to Sam and Dean. 
How he helped Telling the boys, "Family don't 
end with blood,” he supported them—even 
when soulless Sam tried to kill him—until he 
was shot by the cannibalistic Leviathan Dick 
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Season 8 scene. 


Roman (James Patrick Stuart). And from Heaven, 
he kept trying to help his beloved “idjits.” 

His hero moment When he attacked Dean while 
demonically possessed in Season 5, Bobby took 
back control long enough to stab himself with a 
demon-killing knife. The monster inside died, but 
Bobby was paralyzed until he made a deal with 
future King of Hell Crowley (Mark A. Sheppard). 









































РЧ 





"S Ў 


Whois she? A powerful, cunning 
and oft-diabolical 17th-century 
Scottish witch and, later, Queen of 
Hell (Ruth Connell, right). She's 
also the mother of Crowley, who 
resented her for abandoning him 
as a human child. 

How she helped Although origi- 
nally the Winchesters' immortal 
enemy, Rowena often answered 
their call for her magical help...if 
she saw some personal benefit. 
Based on their mutual suffering at 
the hands of Lucifer, she bonded 
with Sam and—seeking redemp- 
tion for such sins as sending her 
time-traveling grandson to a cer- 
tain death—decided to work for 
the boys' Team Free Will. 

Her hero moment In Season 15, as 
Hell's ghosts were unleashed on 
Earth, Rowena sacrificed her own 
life to save the world by using a 
spell and casting the evildoers 
back into the Underworld. 


B s co 6 a 
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WINCHESTER 


Whois she? Sam and Dean's 
mom (Samantha Smith, left). 
How she helped Though she 
was killed by the demon Aza- 
zel (Fredric Lehne) when she 
unsuccessfully tried to stop 
him from feeding his blood to 
the infant Sam, Mary was 
resurrected 33 years later by 
God's sister Amara (Emily 
Swallow), as a gesture of 
gratitude to Dean. Raised in a 
hunter family, the Winchester 
matriarch became an effec- 
tive ally to her sons as well as 
a fervid protector of them. 
Her hero moment In Sea- 
son 12, when the birth of Luci- 
fer's son Jack opened a rift 
into Apocalypse World, Mary 
pushed Lucifer through the 
portal and out of the main 
world, but not before he 
pulled her in as well. In the 
other universe, she kept 
fighting for humans she met. 











GARIH 
FITZGERALD 
IV 


Whois he? A hunter, werewolf, 
werewolf dentist and family 
man (DJ Qualls, far left). 

How he helped Though not the 
best monster killer—the kindly 
soul got beaten up a lot—he took 
over the late Bobby's job help- 
ing answer hunters' questions. 
His hero moment After he 
turned into a werewolf, he 

got stronger (but not mean!) 
and saved the Winchesters from 
a monster fight club in Season 15. 
For the first time, they called 
Garth the hero of the story. 
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Whois she? A benevolent 
psychic (Thunderbird 
Dinwiddie, far right) blinded 
by Castiel. 

How she helped Her gift 
guided hunters—Sam and 
Dean included—to reapers. 
Her hero moment After she 
projected the brothers into 
the astral plane in Season 4, 
demons attacked her while 
she was guarding the guys' 
vacant bodies. Mortally 
wounded, Pamela managed 
to return the two to their 
own forms. 


SHERIFF 
JODY MILLS 


Whois she? A principled 
and savvy law enforcer 
turned hunter (Kim Rhodes, 
near left). The loving adop- 
tive mom to a batch of 
once-troubled girls— 
Padalecki describes Jody's 
character as "really cool”— 
inspired a spinoff (that 
wasn't picked up to series). 
How she helped After Sam, 
Dean and Bobby saved her 
town from zombies (includ- 
ing her back-from-the- 
4 dead young son), Jody 
& slowly got involved in the 
! monster-killing business. 
Her hero moment The 
sheriff showed off her 
impressive skills during 
an assault on the com- 
pound of the heavily armed 
British Men of Letters. In 
the Season 12 sequence, 
she shot powerful leader Dr. 
Hess (Gillian Barber), nulli- 
fying the group's threat to 
exterminate all American 
demon hunters! 
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CLAIRE NOVAK 


Whois she? One of Jody's adopted runaway girls. The zealous 
hunter's late father was Jimmy Novak, a devout man who had agreed 
to be Castiel's human vessel. 

How she helped Claire (Kathryn Newton, above) lived to kill monsters 
and fought alongside the show's good guys on many cases. 

Her hero moment After losing her mom to a rogue angel who was 
about to kill Castiel, she slayed the being with his own sword and 
saved Cass in a tense scene from Season 10. 


CHARLIE BRADBURY 


Whois she? The computer hacker and devoted cosplayer 
(Felicia Day, above) had a (platonic) fondness for Dean. 

How she helped The Winchesters relied on the self-described 
nerd's hacking skills to solve several cases. 

Her hero moment Hunted by the monstrous Styne family, who 
wanted the Book of the Damned back, Charlie was determined 
to translate it and help free Dean from the evil-causing Mark 
of Cain in Season 10. She died, but later the Apocalypse World's 
Charlie, a seasoned hunter, joined the bros in the bunker. 
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SHERIFF 
DONNA 
HANSCUM 


Whois she? A Minnesota 
law enforcement officer 

and happy hunter played by 
Brianna Buckmaster (right). 
How she helped When 
fellow cop Jody looped her 
into the monster menace, 
the once-skeptical Donna 
became a champion vampire 
slayer in her own right. 

Her hero moment In her 
first supernatural confronta- 
tion back in Season 10, Donna 
killed a vampire who was 
about to feast on Jody. Not 
bad for a newbie! 























ELLEN AND JO 
HARVELLE 





Who are they? A fierce mother-daughter 
hunting duo. 

How they helped Ellen (Samantha Ferris, 
far left) and her child Jo (Alona Tal, near 


left) ran the hunters' hangout, Harvelle's 
Roadhouse. Though Ellen wanted to 
shield Jo from hunting (Jo's dad died on 

a mission), they eventually would stalk 
monsters together. Out with the Win- 
chesters, Jo once saved Dean after he was 
shot by a demon-possessed Sam. 

Their hero moment On a mission in Sea- 
son 5, Jo saved Dean again—this time from 
demon Meg's (Rachel Miner) Hellhounds— 
but she was mauled. Holed up in a store, Jo 
told the brothers to build a bomb and then 
escape. Once they were gone, Jo died, and 
Mom blew up the demon dogs...and herself. 


Whois he? A brainy high 
school student, prophet and, 
following his death, a ghost. 
How he helped After light- 
ning struck him, Kevin (Osric 
Chau, near right) was able to 
translate the Word of God 
tablets. He was the only one 
who could read them, learn- 
ing spells that returned ce- 
lestials to Heaven and forced 
demons back to to Hell. 

His hero moment In Season 
8, while in captivity, he tricked 
Crowley by saying he could 
open a gate to Hell, but in- 
stead cast a spell that killed 
his demon guards. He es- 
caped with a valuable tablet. 
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The secret to 

Jensen Ackles 
and costar Jared 
Padalecki's 
Supernatural 
chemistry? They 
“treat each other 
like brothers," 
says Ackles (left, 
with Padalecki 
during Season 9's 
*Meta Fiction"). 
Padalecki agrees: 
“We have that depth 
to our relationship, 
and I'm sure it 
manifests onscreen." 
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= SUPERNATU: 
BEHIND THE SCEN 


Check out these never-before-released photos from 
the drama’s Vancouver set! BY JIM HALTERMAN 

















Sam and Dean 

weren'rt the 
only siblings who 
butted heads, as 
we saw with God / 
and his combative : i ра 
sis Amara (Rob : Las 
Benedict and Emily  : - 
Swallow). The ani- 
mosity was only 
for the cameras, 
but Benedict and | | E 
Swallow faked a | Felicia Day, in costume as alt-world hunter 
tense moment Charlie Bradbury, goofed off with Ackles 
while shooting : during Season 13's *Exodus." She credits him and 


“ы а 









Season 1175 “Alpha . Padalecki for the set's fun, friendly vibe: “They 
and Omega.” : make you feel seen and appreciated." 
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| Nothing says 
“congrats” 

like two pies to the 
face! After Misha 
Collins directed 
Season 9's “Moth- 
er's Little Helper,” 
both Padalecki 
and Ackles 
smashed him with 
sweets. “It was 
like feeling that І 
had a friend and 
having that ripped 
out from under 
me," Collins says 
with a laugh. 








The Impalas—a band made up of the Supernatural crew— 
performed at the show's 100th, 200th and 300th episode 
parties and in Season 15's “Last Call” episode with Ackles 
(above center) on vocals. For that, he did a rendition of the 
theme from The Dukes of Hazzard, “Good Ol’ Boys.” 
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Orange you 
glad Padalecki 
is a man of many 
talents? While 
filming Season 9's 
“The Purge,” in 
which the heroes 
go undercover at 
the Canyon Valley 
Wellness Spa, the 
actor kept busy 
between takes by 
juggling citrus. 
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Was Dean's supercool 1967 Chevy Impala in the 
repair shop or something? Ackles—who once 
said he had a dream that Dean would ride off solo on 
a motorbike in the series finale—tooled around the 

set on an itty-bitty bike during Season 5. 
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O After the series wrapped, Collins (sharing 

a laugh with Lisa Berry, aka reaper turned 
Death Billie, in Season 15) kept the coat that his 
character, Castiel, often wore. But emotional good- 
byes with the cast distracted him from swiping much 
else, he says: “І should’ve spent [time] pilfering!” 
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Ouch! Ackles’ 


Dean died 
and was tortured 


in Hell in Season 3 


before being 
resurrected 
by Castiel. He 


mugged to cap- 
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They had а 
ball (for a 
good cause)LEach 
season, the Super- 
natural team took 
colored tape used 
as actors” set 
markers, rolled it 
together, signed 

it and auctioned it 
off for charity. 
Collins, Jake Abel, 
Richard Speight 
Jr., Padalecki and 
Ackles posed with 
the final sphere. 
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But what they 
really want £ 
to do is direct: 
Though Ackles 
assumed helming 
duties for Sea- 
son 8’s “Heart- 
ache,” Collins 
played around 
with the oversize 
slate. Fun fact: СІ ЗБС МТ АТР 
Ackles directed | У. PER NA] L R AL 
six episodes dur- Tu 

ing the course of 1 
the series. 





2 
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Ruth Connell, aka witchy Queen of Hell Rowena 
(right, with Berry during Season 11), says her 
best memories are bonding with the cast and crew of 

Supernatural off-camera: *So many hours of great 
conversation in the hair and makeup trailer. So much 
joy. | love them all.” 


A baby-faced Padalecki (getting a 

bloody touch-up during Season 1) 
says the initial episodes of the series 
remain among his all-time favorites. 
“There was just so much promise, so 
many unknowns,” he says. 


Working with Ackles for 15 seasons 

was a real, um, scream, according to 
Padalecki (left, with his costar, who 
hammed it up on a break during Sea- 
son 8): “Sam to some degree doesn't 
exist without Dean. It was an honor 
for me to play the reluctant hero, with 
Jensen as a swashbuckler." 


ADDITIONAL REPORTING BY ILEANE RUDOLPH 
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e've always known Sam and Dean 


Jensen Ackles) would crush it as 
cartoon characters. With Sam's 
height and goofiness and Dean's 
square jaw and silly quips, you might say they 
were born to be animated. And who better for the 
brothers and buddy Castiel (Misha Collins) to 
hang with than the icons from Scooby-Doo? After 
all, the Mystery Machine gang—smart girl Velma, 
slacker Shaggy, danger-prone Daphne, group 
leader Fred and wisecracking dog Scooby— 

also root out bad guys. In Supernatural's March 29 
[2018] episode, a haunted television sucked Sam, 
Dean and Castiel into their own installment of 
classic cartoon Scooby-Doo, where they helped 
stop a malevolent ghost. We got the scoop on how 
the episode, titled “Scoobynatural,” came to be. 
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Here’s how the ultimate mystery-solving 


: crossover was born. 


The idea came from Jeremy Adams, a writer 
for Warner Bros. Animation who is friends with 


3 Supernatural’s showrunner, Andrew баре. 


"Andrew, a major Scooby-Doo fan, thought 
itwas a cool idea,” says executive producer 


Robert Singer, who directed the episode. “We 
had to get Warner Bros. Animation and then 
Warner Bros. Television to sign off. Everybody 


: was on board really quick? The script was com- 


pleted by February 2017. Ackles, Padalecki and 


| Collins recorded their parts together in Vancouver 


shortly before wrapping their voiceover work in 


| the spring [of 2017], and the live-action elements 


filmed early in 2018. "The only hard рагі” Singer 
says, “was the long waiting period for the ani- 


| mation [to be finished]. 
: The stars loved being toons. 


“Our guys bought into it right away,’ Singer notes 
of the trio. “Their performances were a little 
different than they normally give 一 they were a 
little broader and [the actors] had a lot of fun” 
Not that Singer was surprised. “Whenever we 


: take these wild swings, like [the meta episodes] 
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-— - sharing a bite. 


“~~~ Daphne and 
~ -'*5with Shaggy 
тт апа Scoob 


2ason,” raves 


imated 
installment 


WHENEVER WE TAKE THESE WILD 
SWINGS [WITH EPISODE CONCEPTS]... 


THE GUYS ARE SO GAME TO DO THEM, 
IT MAKES IT EASY FOR US" 


"The French Mistake; 'Changing Channels' or 
'Scoobynatural; the guys are so game to do 
them, it makes it easy for us.” 

The Scooby characters were all voiced by 
the actors from the current cartoon, which 
has been airing in some form since 1969. 
Among the voice talent: Matthew Lillard (Shaggy), 
Grey Griffin (Daphne), Kate Micucci (Velma) and 
Frank Welker (Fred and Scooby-Doo). The only 





: remaining member of the original voice cast, 

: Welker started as Fred in 1969 and added Scooby 
: to his repertoire in 2002. 

: The “Scoobynatural” episode earned a 

: solid PG-13rating. 

: Supernatural is known for its slightly salacious 

: humor, and Singer says he was happy this episode : 
: got to be “racier than the usual Scooby-Doo 

: cartoon.” That meant a few sex jokes and Dean 


S THE SCOOBY GANG 





: crushing on the adorable Daphne. But despite 

: some fun, the hour remained true to the 

: Scoobyverse. “Our guys had to fit into that 

: world,” he adds. Making Dean a huge Scooby-Doo 
: fan made it easier. 

: Zoinks! *Scoobynatural" is a monster hit. 

: The episode drew in 2 million viewers, Supernat- 
: ural’s highest ratings of [Season 13] after the 

: October [2017] premiere. Actors, fans and critics 
: alike agreed the episode made for a great mar- 

: riage between the two genres. “I don't know if 

: we can ever top it,” Ackles says, “unless we do 

: another one—which | would totally be into!” 

: Singer enthusiastically agrees: “І had more fun 

: doing it than any other episode.” —//еапе Rudolph 


: e This story originally ran in TV GUIDE MAGAZINE 5 
: Comic-Con Special Issue in 2018. 
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The Winchesters may be gone after 15 seasons, but they will always live on in our hearts—and 
now on our walls! Members of the SPN Family will covet these prints of TV GUIDE MAGAZINE'S 
many bestselling Supernatural covers featuring Jared Padalecki, Jensen Ackles, Misha Collins 


and more. Framed prints and posters of select covers are available in a wide variety of sizes. 


ORDER NOW AT 
fineartamerica.com/art/tv+guide+supernatural 
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All smiles: Ackles, 
Padalecki and 
executive producer 
and director 
Robert Singer 
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Collins and his 

| Mini-Me kids on set 
in 2018: Maison 
(center) and West 


directs 


Season 10's ` 


“Soul 
Survivor’ 


Yes, this is a set 
where whipped- 
cream pies have 
been thrown! 
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Senior writer lleane Rudolph 
shares her favorite 
Supernatural memories 
from more than a decade's 
worth of trips to Vancouver 


he one guarantee for any visit to Supernatural's 
Vancouver set? It would be a helluva lot of 

T fun. That had been true since my initial foray 

into that welcoming world, when The CW's 

little horror show won a 2010 contest as 

TV Сире Macazine’s first-ever fan-chosen cover. 

My treasured on-set memories include sliding behind the 
wheel of one of the show’s iconic 1967 Impalas during that first 
visit—a real thrill—and, eight years later, having Jensen Ackles 
graciously guide me on a personal tour of the Men of Letters’ 
mazelike bunker. Even without such perks, getting to know the 
cast and seeing close up the joy they took in their work would 
have sufficed to make Supernatural a favorite assignment. 

Part of the pleasure was witnessing firsthand how well the 
depiction of the Winchesters and their faithful allies—funny, 
bickering, but always loving—fit the actors who dubbed them- 
selves a "band of brothers.” Jensen, Jared Padalecki and Misha 
Collins took their sometimes emotionally dark work seriously, 
but they kept things light (chatting about music and sharing 
family photos with cast and crew alike) and silly (producing a 
stream of dumb jokes and middle school-caliber pranks). 

Rehearsing a big fight scene with a small witch, Jensen, 
tired of having to fling himself on the ground, busted some 
goofy dance moves. When Jared flubbed a line and acciden- 
tally said a swear word, his costars laughingly parroted it 
back. And more than once, he would try to break a costar's 
concentration—while on camera—by doing something inap- 
propriate in the performer's line of sight. "There's probably 
miles of footage ruined by me laughing,” Misha once told me. 

No one was safe in my 2018 roundtable with the three leads. 
Jared, for one, riffed on how "weird" Misha was when he joined 
SDN in 2008, saying, "He was staring at us with this enigmatic 
look that freaked me out” The Boston native countered, "| was 
afraid you Texas thugs were going to beat me up!" And so on... 

Despite the usual hijinks, my November 2019 visit for the 
final season was laced with poignancy. Jared waxed nostalgic 
about watching 2005 episodes and thinking, "Who is that [kid] 
playing Sam?" Misha said, “We are going to miss each other” 
adding in jest, “Don't tell Jared and Jensen | said that.” And the 
usually unflappable Jensen admitted he felt a sentimental pang 
seeing Misha's Castiel take his last steps up the bunker's stairs. 

Feeling nostalgic myself as | left the warmth of the Super- 
natural stages for the final time, | ran into Jensen heading 
toward his SUV. Though he wore his own clothes, he was full- 
on Dean Winchester in jeans, flannel shirt and boots, a beer in 
hand. My eyes watered, just a bit. 
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THE BUNKERS SECRETS 


Exclusive intel on the Winchesters' headquarters, courtesy of 
the Supernatural: The Complete Series boxed set ву DAMIAN HOLBROOK 


"The original design was based on the 
[1930s] Works Progress Administration 
movement;' says production designer 
Jerry Wanek of the guys' supposedly 
impenetrable HQ in Lebanon, Kansas 
(really a Vancouver soundstage). "After the 
Depression, the government built many 
public buildings in the Art Deco style.” 


The Winchesters' home base occupied 
more than 20,000 square feet. This first 
look at the Complete Series' collectible 
booklet shows illustrator and storyboard 
artist Andrei Andrianko's concept sketches 
for the multilevel Crow's Nest hub. 


The booklet's detail sketches offer close- 
ups of the map table in the war room (with 
art director Robert Leader's eye-catching 
illumination) and the ornate columns in 
the library. Fun fact: Sam (Jared Padalecki) 
and Dean (Jensen Ackles) find the bunker 
in Season 8's "Everybody Hates Hitler.” 


In a featurette from the boxed sets, 
Ackles recalls the emotional day the Men 
of Letters set was dismantled: Speaking 
to a crew member, “І was like, ‘It’s really 
sad seeing this get taken down; and the 
other guy said, ‘I’m trying to hold back 


tears while l'm swinging this hammer. 





SUPERNATURAL BOXED SETS 


If the devil's in the details, then he's all over these epic salutes to TV's top demon 
hunters, out May 25. Supernatural: The 15th and Final Season ($44.98 DVD; $49.99 
Blu-ray) packs a bunkerful of extras, including two original featurettes celebrating 
the monumental farewell season and the SPN Family. Supernatural: The Complete 
Series ($329.99 DVD; $359.99 Blu-ray) comes with all that and the full 327 epi- 
sodes from the Winchesters’ historic 15-season run. Plus, the 68-page collectible 
booklet filled with photos and set designs is totally worth selling your soul for. 
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STAFF G: WHAT'S YOUR FAVORITE 
SUPERNATURAL EPISODE? 


up Ка “Scoobynatural” 
What's better than the 
Winchesters and Co. 
fighting their usual 
demons? Sam, Dean 
and Castiel becoming 
cartoons and battling 
baddies alongside the 
iconic Scooby-Doo 
gang in Season 13's 
animated episode! 
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“The French Mistake” 

| always loved the creativity of the meta episodes, and my favorite was "The 
French Mistake" from Season 6. The boys find themselves on the set of a TV 
show titled Supernatural, where Dean and Sam have to pretend to be the 
actors who play them on TV (Jensen Ackles, Jared Padalecki and Misha Collins, 
above). It's hilarious, and a fun look from the other side of the camera. 


фы / y” 





“Fan Fiction” 

The 200th episode was a clever 
love letter to the show's fandom, 
set at a girls' school's perfor- 
mance of Supernatural: The 
Musical (from left: Alyssa Lynch, 
Ackles, Padalecki and Natalie 
Sharp). І can only chuckle, recall- 
ing the goofy self-references and 
amusing nods to fan-favorite 
"ships, capped off by a lovely 
rendition of SPN's unofficial 
theme song, Kansas' “Carry On 


Wayward Son.” Bravo! / 





“Baby” 

Great brother mo- 
ments (Ackles, left), 
the Impala and a mon- 
ster hunt—all in one 
unique package. What 
other show could tell 
an entire episode from 
acar's perspective? 
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SAMUEL 
CAMPBELL 
(MITCH PILEGGI) 
Mary's gruff demon- 
hunter father. He was 
resurrected by the 
demon Crowley to find 


| Purgatory, then killed 


again by grandson Sam. 


MARY 
WINCHESTER 
(SAMANTHA SMITH) 


The boys were young 
when Azazel offed their 
fierce mom. Mary got 
another chance but half- 
angel Jack blinked her 
out of existence. (Oops.) 


LYDIA 
(SARA CANNING) 


The sultry Amazon tribe 
member killed the men 
she slept with. But after 
a one-night stand with 
Dean, daughter Emma 
arrived two days later. 









EMMA 

(ALEXIA FAST) 
At 16 years old, the 
quick-aging Amazonian 
tried to murder her 
own father, Dean—but 
Sam stopped her by 
shooting her dead. 














DEAN 
WINCHESTER 
(JENSEN ACKLES) 


CAMPBELL 
(ALLISON HOSSACK) 


She also fought demons 
and trained daughter 
Mary. She died at the 
hands of the powerful 
Azazel while he pos- 
sessed her husband. 





DEANNA | 





JOHN 
WINCHESTER 
(JEFFREY DEAN 
MORGAN) 

The protective dad be- 
came a dedicated hunt- 
er after losing his dear 
Mary. He traded his life 


to save an injured Dean. 





WINCHESTER 
(JARED PADALECKI) 


THE FAMILY BUSINESS 


The twisted Winchester family tree, 





branch by branch! 














HENRY | 
WINCHESTER 
(GIL McKINNEY) 


Noble father to John 
(mom was the unseen 
Millie), on the cusp of 
his final Men of Letters 
initiation, impaled by 
the demon Abaddon. 


KATE 
MILLIGAN 
(DEDEE PFEIFFER) 


John’s onetime lover 
and single mother to 
Adam who raised him 
mostly alone. Kate was 


ADAM slaughtered by ghouls 


MILLIGAN 
(JAKE ABEL) 


The Winchester sibs’ 
secret half brother, 
killed by ghouls seeking 
revenge on John, later 
came back as archangel 
Michael's vessel. 


alongside her son. 

































DEAN 
WINCHESTER Il 
| (SPENCER 
BORGESON) 
Sam's son (by a never- 
identified wife), named 
for his late uncle. Dean ІІ 
also has a tattoo to halt 
demonic possession. 
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ACROSS 
Robin Roberts' show (abbr.) 
. Ма Na 
Ackles' My Bloody Valentine costar Smith 
Piece of corn 
Holy substances used for trapping celestials 
Biblical twin 
Attempt 
Season 6 SPN episode “Live 
_ oftheLost 
She played Ruby on Supernatural (2 wds.) 
“Lily Sunder — Some Regrets,” Season 12 
Wrestler who was a Winchester's first crush 
Shahghasemi on The CW's Legacies 
Carol's Second 
Wrath 
Jared Padalecki's role on Supernatural 
(2 wds.) 
Vim and vigor 
Stag's mate 
Pardon the Interruption network 


.. or Twi-Hard" 
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: 40 Dean on Supernatural (2 wds.) 
: 46 
| 47 
: 48 
: 50 
: 51 Caution 
: 52 
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Jack's SPN birth created an. -universe 
Creator Eric Kripke's almost name for Sam 


Mideast country 

The Bionic Woman setting 

Vampire Sheriff Cuse іп SPN Season 10 
Green fruit 


The Addams Family cousin 

Creepy stare 

Hollywood Squares symbols 
Computer expert on Supernatural 


: DOWN || 


__ Smart 
Supernatural costar Sheppard 
Sansa Stark's sister 


Employs 
Ackles played this character on Dark Angel 
Scrubs chief of medicine 


] 

2 
| 3 
: 4 Modern Family star Vergara 
5 

6 
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: 26 
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Bobby Singer to Dean: "Adios,  " 

Star Trek yeoman Janice 

Hunter whose death is on Dean's hands 
___ for Tomorrow 

Spring event on Northern Exposure 
Location 

Egyptian snake 

Guest starred as hunter Irv Franklin on SPN 
Devilish kid 

Nancy Drew ally 

“ the Great Pumpkin, Sam Winchester" 
Street cred 

Directional ending 

Eric of Monty Python 

Later (2 wds.) 

Auction off 

Lou Grant star 

Frighten, as a demon would 

Claude who played Sheriff Lobo 

The Love Boat actress Whelan 

PA town Sam and Dean visit in Season 3 
Castiel, Crowley or Jody, for example 
Son on Duckman 

Nicholas who played Ben Braeden on 
Supernatural 

Complete collections 

To the degree 
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MISS SUPERNATURAL? 
„. SO DO WE. 








How do you fill the gap left by Sam and Dean? 
Visit TV Insider and discover your next favorite show. 
With breaking news, exclusive interviews, recaps, reviews and 
more, your next TV obsession is just a click away! 


tvinsider.com 











